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her dreams. Jessica gives the credit of her
achievements to her parents, Ms. Lisa Thomp-
son and the late Thomas Thompson, and her
twin sister, Eboni, because their support has
shaped her into the young woman that she is
today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Jessica Thompson for her
unwavering dedication to education, and striv-
ing to improve not only her life but the lives of
others.

———
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate a storied institution of
faith in Virginia’s Third Congressional District.
This year, Trinity Episcopal Church in Ports-
mouth, Virginia is celebrating its 250th anni-
versary, and | would like to take a moment to
reflect on the history of this esteemed church
and its contributions to the greater Hampton
Roads community.

The story of Trinity Episcopal Church begins
in 1752 with William Crawford, the founder of
Portsmouth, when he designated space at the
intersection of High and Court Streets for a
parish church. Between 1761 and 1762, the
Vestry of Trinity Church was formed. Rev-
erend Charles Smith served as the first parish
priest.

During the American Revolution, the church
was used by the British garrison, and Trinity’s
old church bell was cracked celebrating Gen-
eral Cornwallis’ surrender. During the War of
1812, Captain Arthur Emmerson I, a lay lead-
er in the congregation, was instrumental in the
American victory at the Battle of Craney ls-
land. During the Civil War, the crew of the
ironclad C.S.S. Virginia—commonly called the
Merrimac—worshipped at Trinity before board-
ing the ship to fight in the first battle of the
ironclads against the Union ship, U.S.S. Mon-
itor.

Over the years, Trinity continued to grow
and expand, and its congregation felt a great
sense of community responsibility, contributing
to the well-being of the City of Portsmouth,
surrounding neighborhoods and area church-
es. In the 1890s, Trinity founded the King’'s
Daughters Hospital, which later became Ports-
mouth General Hospital. In the 1960s, under
its noted Rector, the Rev. C. Charles Vaché,
the congregation was active in the civil rights
movement and endorsed the equality of all
persons. Its members support organizations
such as Portsmouth Volunteers for the Home-
less, Oasis Social Ministry Center, and other
social agencies, providing breakfasts, dinners,
overnight accommodations, and financial sup-
port to those in need. Trinity is best known for
its Annual Children’s Christmas Shoppe,
where hundreds of children, guided by mem-
bers of the parish and community disguised as
“elves,” can do their own shopping for loved
ones. The Episcopal Church Women and the
Brotherhood of Trinity take on additional local,
national and even international community
service projects of their own.
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Yet another longstanding Trinity tradition
worthy of note is its music. Mentions of organ-
ists and accompanying choirs date back to
18283. Instruments housed at Trinity are re-
vered as representative early-American works
by their crafters. The choir has received ac-
claim dating back to the 1860s, when the Rt.
Rev. John Johns, Bishop of Virginia, called the
Trinity Choir “the best in the diocese.” Today,
the Trinity Music Series features local musical
ensembles and world-renowned artists, work-
ing with the Virginia Arts Festival and other
community organizations to provide quality
music services, recitals and concerts to the
public free of charge.

As Trinity Episcopal Church gathers to cele-
brate this historic milestone, the church can
truly remember its past, celebrate its present,
and focus on its future. | would like to con-
gratulate Rev. John R. Throop, D. Min., and
all of the members of the Trinity Episcopal
Church on the occasion of their 250th Anniver-
sary. | wish them many more years of dedi-
cated service to the community.

———
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to a constituent and friend, Ron Plotkin,
who will be rightfully honored this weekend by
the Republican Jewish Coalition at its 2012
RJC Summer Bash.

An ardent Zionist and member of the Re-
publican Jewish Coalition’s Board of Directors,
Ron has committed himself to educating the
voting public and supporting Republican can-
didates who understand the unique relation-
ship between lIsrael, the only democracy in the
Middle East, and the United States.

In addition, Ron is a highly successful Los
Angeles-based international business execu-
tive and philanthropist who has made his mark
in corporate marketing and advertising. As a
partner and Chief Operating Officer of TMP
Worldwide, he was instrumental in building the
company into the world’s largest “yellow
pages” advertising agency.

The next global move was to cofound and
develop the largest jobs website on the Inter-
net, Monster.com. He is now Chief Executive
Officer of Directional Marketing at Monster
Worldwide.

Ron is an active investor in small tech-
nology start-up companies based on unique
concepts that have the potential to be cutting-
edge ground-breakers in very competitive
fields.

His career in Yellow Pages began in 1975
with the L.M. Berry Co. where he held a num-
ber of positions that progressed to sales man-
agement at its headquarters in Dayton, Ohio.
In 1986, he became an equity partner in CPC
(Communications Planning Corporation) and
shortly afterward, he entered into a partner-
ship arrangement with TMP Worldwide, and
officially joined the company on July 1, 1988.

He is also an Executive Advisory Board
Member of the Cabrillo Music Theatre, Inc.
and a Board Member of the Association of Di-
rectory Marketing, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, I'm sure my colleagues join
the Republican Jewish Coalition and me in
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honoring Ron for his tireless efforts on behalf
of democracy both here at home and with our
strong ally Israel.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF
HILLSBOROUGH'S ADOPTION OF
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Ms. SPEIR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
City of Hillsborough for its adoption in 2007 of
H&H Company, 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry
Regiment, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion.

In 1967 a soldier in Vietnam named Sgt.
Joe Artavia wrote a letter to his sister, Linda
Patterson, asking her to convince the City of
San Mateo to adopt his company. He thought
an adoption would lift troop morale “as high as
the sky.” Patterson rallied the community to
support her brother and his comrades. Within
three months the San Mateo City Council
passed a resolution to adopt the company.

Tragically, Artavia was killed three weeks
later rescuing a fellow soldier, and the people
of San Mateo joined together in mourning.
Artavia’s death solidified San Mateo’s commit-
ment to its adopted company and, in fact, in
1972 San Mateo was the only city in the
United States to hold an official homecoming
parade honoring Vietnam veterans.

Working with Patterson and the city of Bur-
lingame, Hillsborough adopted its own com-
pany of the 101st Airborne Division in 2007.
Since that time the city has continuously sup-
ported the H&H Company, 1st Battalion, 327th
Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division, sending care packages, writing let-
ters and supporting the families of soldiers
who are deployed.

In a few months Hillsborough’s adopted
company will be re-deployed for another tour
in Afghanistan. In commemoration of the 40th
anniversary of the original welcoming-home
parade, a new parade and festival are being
held to honor past and present soldiers of the
1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault).

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring the city of
Hillsborough for supporting HHC 1st Brigade
Combat Team 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault) and its brave men and women who fill
its ranks, especially those who gave their lives
for our freedom.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Yimi Serrano
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Yimi Serrano
is an 11th grader at Jefferson Senior High and
received this award because his determination
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